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March Madness

by Robert Taylor, Acting Executive Director

s the seasons change and clocks move forward

and flowers bloom, it is not just a move from

winter to spring, but a curious and infectious
ailment that begins to spread across the county, some-
times even afflicting Presidents of the
United States. There is a sudden talk of
brackets and teams and moving into the
elite and who is in and who is out. It is a
strange sort of ritual that afflicts millions
of people. They long to hear the thumping
of basketballs and the squeak of basket-
ball shoes and the roar of the crowds.
There is no known cure for this malady. It
just has to play itself out until one team is
declared the champion. The madness
witnessed by police officers is often quite
different. One such event happened in the
early afternoon in April 28, 1932 at 2647
Marsh Street in northeast Los Angeles.

Mrs. Pauline Pohl was pushing her hand mower
back and forth across her lawn on when a shot rang out
and a bullet whizzed past her head. She abandoned her
yard work immediately and ran to her house and called
the police.
Ella May Thompson, 29, was apparently driven to

a homicidal rage by the gentle whirring of the metal
blades on Pauline’s hand mower and fired a shot from
her bathroom window at her neighbor. Just think how
difficult it would be for her to cope with the constant
roar of modern leaf blowers and growl of today’s power

Officer Paul Donath, shot
and killed in the line of duty,
April 28, 1932

mowers. But there was nothing for her to compare the
hand mower to. She was just annoyed with the sound
and it drove her mad, maybe not March mad, but mad
nonetheless. Who knows what else was bothering her
and apparently if she had to kill her
neighbor to get some peace and quiet
she’d do it.

Before officers arrived, Ella May
confronted Josie Norton, the practical
nurse who had been caring for her, and
ordered her out of the house at pistol
point. She reportedly said, “You get out of
here...pack your clothes and get out and
stay out.” Norton quickly complied.

Upon arriving at the address, the
officers, Percy Gunby and Paul Donath
deployed. Gunby went to the rear of the
house while Donath approached the front
door. Donath rang the doorbell and soon the resident,
Ella May Thompson, shot through the door, striking the
officer in the chest and inflicting a mortal wound.
Donath fell backwards from the porch. Officer Gunby
ran to his partner’s aid, dragging him to the lawn next
door and requested someone call an ambulance and
backup.

Within minutes an ambulance arrived, grabbed
Officer Donath and transported him to the hospital
where he succumbed a short time later. Right on the
heels of the ambulance were dozens of police cars

Continued on page 2
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What’s Happening at Old Number 11

by Robert Taylor

here is great deal of good news to report at the

Old Number 11, more commonly called the LA

Police Museum. Attendance is up when com-
pared to last year and this is amazing when considering
the number of days that the museum is closed to the
public because of filming. Filming is a good thing for
the museum because it is another source of revenue and
helps pay the light bill. Speaking of which, the museum
has rid itself of florescent fixtures and is now using

LED. We had a problem with the old lighting system.
Each one of the old lights had its own ballast and some
of them had heated up and caused a fire within the
fixture, which is something you don’t need or want in a
museum. Now all of those fixtures are gone and we
have a safer, more efficient and much improved system.
There are other little improvements that are being made,
like the heating and air conditioning system and the
elevator. Some of those are simple maintenance issues

Continued on page 5

Mar C].’l Maclness

Continued from Page 1

which included about fifty police officers and detec-
tives. Captain Rudolph and Inspector Davidson led a
squad of men to the side of Thompson’s house.

For over twenty minutes Rudolph and Davidson
tried to reason with Ella. They pleaded with her to
throw her weapon out into the yard and surrender, but
she refused. A crowd of nearly 500 onlookers gathered
to witness the dramatic scene. Soon, officers received a
supply of tear gas and, after being unable to convince
Ella May to come out with her hands up, they hurled
one through a side window and then they pitched two
more into the house.

Officers had surrounded the house with their guns
drawn. As the gas made its way through the rooms of
her home Ella May appeared at the back door of her
home. Officers pleaded with her to surrender, but she
ran out the rear door of her house, firing her revolver
and making a mad dash for freedom. A bullet from her
weapon passed near Officer Cliff Trainor’s head and
lodged in the garage door behind him. Several officers
fired at her. Officer Trainor leveled his gun at the crazed
woman and pulled the trigger—Ella finally went down.
Clad in pink pajamas, one slipper on and one off, she
fell backwards, shot through the eye.

The gun which Ella had used in the shootout was
the property of another LAPD officer, Palmer A.

Pilcher. Pilcher had recently been suspended from duty
for being intoxicated. Apparently the inebriated officer
had attempted to park his car on the sidewalk in front of
the Rosslyn Hotel in downtown LA, and to make
matters worse his gun was missing. One of the depart-
ment felonies of the time was an officer losing his
weapon.

On the day of his suspension he called on Ella,
whom he had been dating, and tried to get his gun back,
but she refused to even let him into the house. Nurse
Norton told investigating detectives that she had tried to
find the gun but was unable to find it.

VINDICATE POLICE DEATH OF WOMAN

LOS ANGELES, April 30, 1932 - Police ballistic
experts attempted today to determine which officer fired
the shot that killed Ella May Thompson Thursday after
the crazed woman shot and killed Radio Officer Paul
Donath. A coroner’s Jury late yesterday vindicated the
policemen who participated in the gun battle but failed
to identify which of the several officers who shot at

Miss Thompson as she ran from her home shooting
wildly, fired the fatal bullet.

Special thanks for this story go to Sergeant Justin Fuller of
Northeast Area who is working on a mural for the new
station and sought information on Officer Donath and to

[szoan Renner and her website.






